
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear JVs, 

Season’s Greetings from JVC Northwest! Our staff wanted to share a gift that can accompany you during the weeks leading up to 

the Christmas holiday during the season of Advent. 

For Christians, the Advent season marks the beginning of the liturgical calendar and is a period of preparation for the birth of 

Christ. More broadly, it is a time of anticipation, of counting blessings and sorrows in the long hours of darkness so we might more 

readily receive the hope celebrated at Christmas and the light which follows the equinox.   

Just like the earth this winter, we have an opportunity to embrace stillness and rest- to slow down. We know that spring will come 

and yet for now, we yearn for deliverance with patience and trust. This season of quietude can give way to restoration if we are open 

to welcoming the unexpected. 

“The season of Advent means there is something on the horizon the likes of which we have never seen before… What is 

possible is to not see it, to miss it, to turn just as it brushes past you. And you begin to grasp what it was you missed, like 

Moses in the cleft of the rock, watching God’s [back] fade in the distance. So stay. Sit. Linger. Tarry. Ponder. Wait. 

Behold. Wonder. There will be time enough for running. For rushing. For worrying. For pushing. For now, stay. Wait. 

Something is on the horizon.” 

Jan L. Richardson 

We, too, feel the pangs and stirrings of things to come – and ready ourselves as Mary did for the long journey toward Bethlehem. 

We tell and retell the sacred story of a young mother and a dusty stable and the humble birth of Jesus, the one called Immanuel: 

God Is With Us. 

In light of this season, we’d like to offer your community the gift of Advent Reflection Cards, created for you by our staff. Each card 

contains an image and quote, story or reflection, followed by 1-2 questions for further contemplation or action. We imagine these 

reflection cards being used in similar ways as prayer cards, tarot cards, angel cards, or other varieties of decks which can help one 

center their mind and spirit upon a specific person, value, intention, question, or idea. Our hope is that these cards will offer an 

opportunity to create mindful moments in the midst of a very busy season, helping ensure that you slow down and do not miss the 

gifts right in front of you. 

Use these cards however you see fit- draw one for each day of advent individually, or as a community. Shuffle them and use them for 

a Spirituality Night.  Distribute them to others, hang them around your home, arrange them on an altar, the opportunities are 

endless!  

We invite you to use these reflection cards as opportunities to harness this season of rest and anticipation together. We are thinking 

of you all with love and wishing you a blessed holiday season.  

 

In peace, 

JVC Northwest 

 

  

 


